
	 	

 

 
Susan Meiselas at Paris Photo 
 
November 8 – 12, 2017 
 
Danziger Gallery is pleased to present a solo booth of Susan Meiselas’ “Carnival 
Strippers” at Paris Photo 2017 (November 8 - 12).  An edited selection of 26 
images, the exhibition comprises 18 of Meiselas’ 35 mm reportage pictures and 
8 of the larger format portraits.  45 years after Meiselas began what became a 
four-year immersion into the world of traveling strip shows, the images not 
only hold their power but continue to reveal new depths.  In particular, the 
more formal portraits, often seen as a coda to the work, can now be seen as an 
integrated centerpiece taking their place in photo history in the tradition of 
Bellocq, Arbus, and company. 
 
The photographs will be available in an edition of 10 full sets and 10 individual 
prints. 
 
About the work: 
 
From 1972 to 1975, Susan Meiselas spent her summers photographing and 
interviewing women who performed striptease at small town carnivals around 
New England. As she followed the girl shows from town to town, she 
portrayed the dancers on stage and off, photographing their public 
performances as well as their private lives. Meiselas' frank description of these 
women and the intimate and empathetic quality of her photographs brought a 
hidden world to public attention. Produced during the early years of the 
women's movement the book "Carnival Strippers” was published in 1976 to 
immediate acclaim and heralding a fresh and important new voice in 
photography.  Since then, Meiselas’s observant eye and mind have continued 
to tackle all manner of complex struggles and times of change from Nicaragua 
to Kurdistan to her own neighborhood in downtown New York. 
 
Among numerous awards Meiselas received a MacArthur Fellowship in 1992, an 
ICP Infinity award in 2005, and a Guggenheim Fellowship in 2015.  A 
retrospective of her work is currently on view at the Tàpies Foundation in 
Barcelona, and opens at the Jeu de Paume this February and San Francisco’s 
Museum of Modern Art in 2018. 


